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February 27, 2023 

 

United States Senator Bernie Sanders 

1 Church St. 3rd Floor 

Burlington, VT 05401 

 

Re: Town of Middlebury, Ilsley Public Library, Letter of Support 

 

Dear Senator Sanders: 

We write in strong support of the Ilsley Public Library's request for funding to renovate and 
expand the library building. The Ilsley Public Library is treasured by our community and has been 
one of the defining institutions of our town since its construction in 1924. 

The library is a nexus of culture, community, and education in Addison County. It offers engaging 
programs, stewards a growing collection of books and other materials, and supports early 
childhood literacy. Public libraries are where community values are translated into action, and we 
are proud that the library abolished fines in 2021 to ensure equitable access for all Middlebury 
residents.  

Over the years, library services, resources, and programs have evolved to meet the changing needs 
of our community. In addition to books, the library has added ski passes and e-bikes to the 
circulating collection. Outreach programs target low-income community members. During the 
pandemic, librarians helped residents register for unemployment and, later on, navigate the 
state's vaccine registration site. The library plays a critical role in providing high-speed internet 
and computer access in rural Vermont. 

Our community benefits greatly from the library and the tremendous range of services it provides. 
In order to continue to meet our community's needs, the building must be renovated and 
expanded. We recognize the lack of accessibility; safety concerns; inefficient and end-of-life 
mechanical systems; and inadequate, inflexible spaces, which limit creative programs and 
collections.  
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We are pleased to support the library's request for funding to address these longstanding facilities 
issues so that it may continue to contribute to the vibrancy and resiliency of our community. 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian R. Carpenter, Chair   Lindsey Fuentes-George, Vice Chair  Heather Seeley  
  

Farhad Khan  Dan Brown          Andy Hooper             Isabel Gogarty 

MIDDLEBURY SELECTBOARD 

 


